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Abstract

Modern battlefields are undergoing a radical transformation
with the emergence of Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems
(LAWS), raising fundamental questions about their
compatibility with International Humanitarian Law (IHL).
This paper examines the legal and ethical challenge posed by
these weapons, grounding its analysis in the core principles
of IHL, particularly distinction (between combatants and
civilians) and proportionality (in the use of force).

The analysis reveals that the autonomous nature of these
systems presents a fundamental obstacle to their full
compliance with these principles, due to their current
inability to grasp complex human context and exercise ethical
judgment in the fluid circumstances of combat.

existing international legal framework is insufficient to
effectively govern this emerging technology.

Keywords: Lethal Autonomous Weapons Systems -
International Humanitarian Law (IHL)- Meaningful Human
Control- Principle of Distinction- Accountability and
Responsibility.
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